
The Fourth Sunday Before Lent 

My dear Friends, 

Our Old Testament lesson this week comes from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, who lived 800 years before 
Christ. The book that bears his name tells of the redemption of Israel and its mission in the world. Our passage 
from Chapter 6 introduces Isaiah’s call and vision, it begins “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple.” The mention of the King’s death places the call 
firmly in history and in Isaiah’s memory. The description of the vision of the Lord of Hosts sitting on a throne, 
with a great train and surrounded by worshipping attendants no doubt bore comparison with the people’s 
understanding and picture of an earthly monarch, like Uzziah, giving status and value to the vision of the prophet.  

Some reading these words may recall at this time the death of another King. On the 6th February 1952 the world 
learned of the sad demise of King George VI. Only a few days previously the King had said farewell to his elder 
daughter Princess Elizabeth who with the Duke of Edinburgh was going on a tour of the Commonwealth 
representing her father who unknown to many was suffering with cancer. On the 5th February he had spent the 
day with friends and staff out on a shoot at his favourite home Sandringham but in the early hours of the next 
morning he had died in his sleep. He had been a good King with a ‘selfless dedication to duty’ and ‘devoted to 
his subjects’ who had become ‘wise in kingship’, as contemporary sources observed. His elder daughter received 
the news from her husband, they were in Tree Tops Hotel in the Aberdare Reserve in Kenya. We do not know 
how she privately took these devastating tidings, but within the hour her Private Secretary recalled he found her 
‘very composed, absolute master of her fate’. At the young age of 25 she had become in the words of her 
accession proclamation ‘Queen Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God Queen of this Realm and of all her 
other Realms and Territories, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith.’ 

This Sunday we mark the 70th anniversary of the Accession of the Queen to the throne. For her of course it is a 
sad time as she will be recalling the passing of her beloved father but it is also a day that will remind her of how 
she has sought throughout her reign to follow this special calling. We might recall her words marking her 21st 
birthday when she addressed the Commonwealth, ‘I declare that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall 
be devoted to your service…’ Our Queen has certainly done her utmost to live a life of duty and service, through 
difficult and demanding times for our nation and for her family. However she has been unwavering as she 
responded to that task. At that time the nation remembered her uncle who chose not to take on the mantle of 
monarchy and they gratefully supported King George who led us throughout the terrible years of war. In the 
seven decades that have followed his daughter has carried on following her father’s example.  

We often in Church speak about calling, as with Isaiah and with the disciples of Jesus. We talk about people being 
called to the ordained ministry and more often now to lay ministry. The Queen certainly sees her life as one that 
has been supported by her faith and the life of the Church. We see her often at great services of Thanksgiving at 
St Paul’s, Westminster Abbey and here in Wales at Llandaff. (As a family we treasure the photo of Lydia and 
Sophie presenting the official bouquet at the Diamond Jubilee!). However the Queen is, it seems, as at home in 
simpler communion services at the church at Sandringham and at private moments of prayer when she, like all 
of us, turns to God for guidance and inspiration. The title ‘Defender of the Faith’ has historical implications and 
might weigh heavily on a sovereign but for Elizabeth the Second her faith has been a source of strength and 
sustenance. May God continue to bless our gracious Queen.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk 


